Good Morning and welcome to church
:)

This morning, a really special Offertory from Jane Ma and Maggie Hosgood in Mandarin, and a fine organ Postlude from Elinor.

But first, our Anthem, Simple Gifts is a lovely piece in a “popular style”. We hope you enjoy it. It is a canon in two parts: you will first hear the Alto and Soprano then the men male voices.

The Choir has made an important decision this spring which you will notice as we move towards Easter. We will be presenting a concert of JS Bach’s B minor Mass on Saturday April 7th. More details to come of course, but if you are interested in singing this wonderful masterpiece, please be in touch with a choir member, myself or Elinor as soon as possible. We started this week!

Here is the translation of the Offertory:

Praise the Lord My Father
because he sent his Son into the world 
to die for sinners.

Praise Jesus, who came from heaven,
was persecuted, suffered humiliation 
and was crucified, rose from the dead, 
removing all authority from the devil.
He sits at God’s right hand.

Praise Jesus our teacher,
who shines a light into our hearts.
Touch us so we may become filled with goodness.
Glory belongs to the Lord. Alleluia, Amen!

Thank you to Jane for being a great teacher and to Maggie, a lovely student. What a treat to hear them both.

The Postlude is Aria and Allegro by Samuel Wesley. Wesley is considered the most important composer of the English Classical period. He was renown for his improvisational skills and his playing of the fugues of Bach and Handel. Although largely ignored during his lifetime, there began in the 1970's a re-discovery of his music which covers every genre with except opera.

Have a wonderful week.


Greg
